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the North. The Premier has promised to go
vp to Carnarvon to open the meat works. I
hope he will be able to arrange to be accom-
panied by the leader of the Opposition; in-
deed we may induee two or threa other hon.
members to join the party. .

Mr, SPEAEER: The hon. member will
have to diseuss that under another motion.

Mr, ANGELO: Tt has to do with this mo-
Hien, Bir, becanse such a party would go over-
land and traverse the route of the propesed
railway.

Mr. SPEAKXER: The hon. member is not
replying to any of the arguments used in
the dehate.

Mr. ANGELO: One member of the Min-
istry has been kind enough to tell ns that the
railway was warranted 30 years ago. At
that time Carnarvon was a village of about
100 people, with 12 or 14 stations in the dis-
trict. To-day Carnarvon has over 1,000 in-
habitants, and it iz expected that the popu-
Jation will be donbled as soon ag the meat
works are established, There are to-day
over 30 stations in the distriet. If in the
opinion of & Minister of the Crown the rail-
way was warranted 30 years ago, what is to
be ‘said of the position to-day? However, I
am pxep'u'ed to accept the amendment. When
moving the motion T explained that T did
not expect the Premier to call up Major
Brearley and start for Carnarvon to-morrow
for the purpose of turning the first sod, I
paid that what the motion meant was that a
report should be obtained and a flying sur-
vey made as soon as possible. There is no
difference in intent between the motion and
the amendment.” However, I hope that if
we accept the amendment the Government
will not go to sleep over it, but will have
the report prepared as socon as possible,

Hen, W, C. Angwin: We promise you that
if we get in mext year there shall be no
delay.

Mr. ANGELO: I think the Premier will
be prepared to give a similar assurance con-
ditionally on your being kept out. However,
I leave the matter in the hands of the House.

Amendment pnt and passed.
Question as amended agreed to.

House adjourned at 1049 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p-m., and read prayers,

QUESTION—RATLWAY,  BESPERANCE
NORTHWARDS.

My, SMITH asked the Minister for Works:
‘When does he intend to redeem his promise
to the Esperance deputation to expedite the
delivery of material for the coustruction of
the FEsperance-Northwards railway?

The, PREMIER (for the Minister for
Works) replied:  Material is being for-
warded to Esperance as quickly ag shipping
facilitics will permit,

QUESTION—STATE STEAMSHIP SER-
VICE.

My, SMITH asked the Minister for Mines:
Would it not be possible to run the s.a
‘“Eucla’’ weekly instead of laying her up
at Albany for nine or 10 days in every fort-
night?

The MINISTER ¥FOR MINES replied:
For the last six months the s.s. Fuela has
been laid up at Albany for ten days on five
oceasions and eight days on one occasion. One
of these was due to the public service strike,
and one to allow the half-yearly engine and
boiler examination to be made. The total
cargo and passenger traffic on the South
Coast does not warrant any more frequent
ruuning, and recommendations have Dbeen
made to atilise the steamer in other diree-
tions, which would curtnil the number of
voyages on the south coast and keep the
vessel more fully employed.

QUESTION--WORKERS’

ACT.

My, VERYARD asked the Premier: As 3
large number of occupiers of workers’
homes on the leasehold prineiple have long
been urging their request that they should
have the option of purchasing the fee simple
of the land occupied by them, will he state
whether it is his intention to introduce am
amendment to the Workers’ Homes Act in
order to give effect te the desire of these
people?

The PREMIER replied:
receive consideration.

HOMES

The matter will
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE. -

On motion by Mr. O’Loghlen, leave of ab-
gence for two weeks granted to Hon. P,
‘Collier (Boulder) and Mr. Holman (Mur-
«hison) on the grounds of il-health. .

BILL—COAL MINES REGULATION ACQT
AMENDMENT. :

Introduced by Mr. Wilson and read a first
time.

BILL—CARRIERS,
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from 9tk September.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [4.37]: On perusing the Bill I find
that it iz almost an exact copy of the Acts
in force in England and in every other Siate
of the Commeonwealth; and I am' informed
that it would have been in force in Western
Australia it it had passed six months earlier,
It is very nccessary that those persons carry-
ing on the business of common carriers
sghpuld exercise extreme eaution in the care
of poods placed in their charge, and it is our
duty to watch very carefully that their lia-
bility should not be reduced to such an ex-
tent that that necessary care might be re-
laxed. T realise that the Bill applies to only
those articles mentioned in the schedule. Im
my opinion the liability should not be lim-
ited to £10. Greater responsibility than that
ought to be imposed, particnlarly as we
know that almost every article is double the
price it was when the Acts were passed from
which this Bill hag been copied. It is all
very well to say that for an extra charge
carriers may cairy goods at their own risk;
but in many instances goods are on order by
persong who are not aware that they can
have them carried at the ecarrvier’s rigk,
Therefore it is necessary that we should offer
the general publie, particularly in Western
Agystralia, yreater protection than might be
deemed sufficient in more thickly populated
countries. I notice that the Commissioner
of Railways is exempt from the provisions of
the Bill.

My, Smith: Why should he he?
the bhiggest offender of the lot.

Hon. W. ¢ ANGWIN: So long as we
have nnattended stations, I think the Com-
missioner of Railways should he in exaectly
tlte same position as a common carrier. The
Premier, in reply to an interjection the other
day, pointed out that the Commissioner of
Railways is prepared to carry goods at his
own risk if an inereased charge is paid.

Mr. Harrison: They have always shel
tered under that.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: But at a siding
where there is no officer in charge it is im-
pogsible for a consignee to arrange to for-
ward his goods at Commissioner’s risk.
Under the EBill, if a person employs an or-
dirary carrier, he can make arrangements to
par an increased charge and be protected to

He is
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the full valae of the property placed in the
carrier’s hands.

Mr. Thomson: That can be done with the
Commissioner of Railways.

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN: Not when the
goods are despateched from an unattended
siding; therefore it is necessary that the
Commissioner should not be exempt from
the Bill. The other day I heard of a man
who cntrusted to the railways £100 worth, of
furs and skins, only to find when the goods
arrived at their destination that £90 worth
were missing and could not be traced. Those
woods were put on the railway at an unat-
teuded #iding, and therefore it was impos-
sible for the consignee to send them at Com-
migsioner’s risk. When in Committee T hope
to sce the liability inereased from £10 to
£20, and to have deleted from the Bill the
elanse whichi exempts the Commissioner of
Railways from its provisions. T will support
the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Stobbs in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill

Claude 1—agreed to.

Clanse 2—Carriers not to be liable for loss
of or injury to certain goods of the value of
£10, unless delivered ag such and increased
charges aceepied: :

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I move an amend-
ment-—

That in line 8, ““ten’’ be struck out with

a view to inserting the word ‘‘twenty.’’
When the measure was passed in England in
1830 the amount was £10, and goods are a
good deal dearer now than they were then.
The value should be fixed at £20.

The PREMIER: The hon. member ap-
pears to have overlooked the schedule, which
refers to valuables of all deseriptions. If
such articles are sent by a carrier, they
should bhe declared. Yt is, for the owner of
the goods to protect himself. Bank notes
have not gone up in value.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: What about china,
clocks, watches, jewellery, and the .other
items ¥

The PREMIER: If such articles are for-
warded, they ought to be declared. This
measure is considered good enough for the
conntry which the hon. member admires so
much, and it should be satisfactory for
‘Western Australia.

Mr., THOMSOQON: What is the position re-
garding other goods® Is the carrier respon-
sible or does his responsibility cease except
as regards the goods mentioned in the sche-
dule? Very little china can be purchased
for £10. A toilet set costs about £4, and
that is a very small item in a household. A
carrier might lose goods through negligence,
or negleet to deliver through other reasons.
T£ a earrier had goods worth £100, he wounld
bhe able to get awax with them and meet the
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liability of £1G. The amount should be in-
creased even beyond £20.

The PREMIER: Ordinarily a earrier re-
-ceives about 1s. for delivering a parcel. If
the owner wishes to extend the responai-
‘bility, he must declare the articles and pay
-sueh increased rates as the carrier demands,
The carrier should not be held responsible
to a greater extent for an article not de-
clared and the extra charge should not be
objeeted to if the carrier is required to
exercise special eare. ‘

Hon., T. WALKER: All things are of
.greater value to-day than they were-when
the Bill was originally passed in England,
The object of the amendment is to make a
carrier realise that he should exercise the
. greatest care.

The Premier:
-do likewise?

Hon. T. WALEER: I agree that he
should. A carrier is made a trustee for the
time being, and ean be reasonably expected
to exercise the greatest care. If he has in
mind that neglect of proper packing or lack
of attention will render him liable to the
éxtent of £20, he will be more attentive to
his duty.

The Premier: This is to proteci the car-
rTier. . .
Hon. W. C. Angwin: I want to protect

the public. *

The Premior:
themselves.

Hon, T. WALKER: The articles men-
tioned in the schedule have easily doubled

 in value sinee 1830,

The Premier: The owners must take the
risk,

Hon. T. WALKER: The carrier must be
made to realise his respongibility.

Mr. Smith: Ten pounds is something for
the average carrier to think about.

Hon. T. WALKER: The amount should
be inereased.

Mr. Bmith: The average carrier’s horse
. and cart would not be worth £20.

Mr. Thomson: You o not know much
. about the value of horses and carts.

Hon. T. WALKER : Precious articles
would not be entrusted to the average
carrier, but to big firms,

Mr, Smith. The bigger the business, the
greater the risks,

Hon. T. WALKER: And the more care
they should exercise. I support the amend-
ment, becanse I am of opinion that a
preper degree of care should be exercised
by those to whom the public entrust their
property.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Instances could be
given to show that persons have suffered
considerable losses through the carelessness

- of common carriers. The idea of inereasing
the liability in this case is to prevent as
much as possible such losses in the future,
when they are due to lack of care on the
part of {ibe persons who should be
Tespounsihle.

Why should not the owner

The public ean protect
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Mr. SMITH: A liability of £10 upon a
common carrier is, in my opiniom, quite
sufficient. The Bill was iniroduced at the
instance of the carriers- of Perth.

Hon. T. Walker: And we are meeting
them a long way in suggesting a liability
of £30.

Mr, SMITH: Most of the goods carried
in Perth are not of the kind mentioned in
the schedule, which is a delusion and a
snare. When persoms desire to send such
valuable documents or goods such as are
mentioned there, to some other place, they
take good care to see that they are em-
trusted to the right people. Our object
should be to consider the gepmeral public,
for the great bulk of the traffic is in
ordinary household goods and of a lower
value than those detailed in the schedule.

Hon. T. Walker: Then this £20 would not
affect the ordinary earrier, for he would
not be handling valuable articlea.

Mr. SMITH: The few shillings that are
paid to the carrier for conveying ordinary
goods to some destination represent an
amount .out of all proportion to that
which he may be called upon to pay for
any loss or damage. The carriers intended
that the schedule should include general
merchandise.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: If I thought the
gchedule would include sueh a variety of
articles as the hon. member has suggested,
I would mave for a liakility of £150. The
carriers should be made to understand that
they must take extreme care of the goods
that are placed in their charge.

The Premier: Should they not get more
for carrying a gold watch than a gunmetal
wateh? . .

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: How many eclocks
or watches could the Premier-buy for £20
to-day? A carrier is liable at present for
the full amount mnecessary to pay for the
goods damaged or lost, and now the Bill
provides for a lability of only £10. There
iy a congiderable difference between .the
value of goods at the time when this legis-
lation was first passed and their value to-
day. In view of all the circumstances, I
think £20 iz little emough.

Mr, PILKINGTON: When the Bill was
passed in England, a common carrier-—the
term including railways and ships—was re-
garded in the light of an insurer of goods.
He underioolk to carry them safely, and if
he did not do so he was liable. Xt is a de-
gree of liability which does not occcur as a
rule. A commoen earrier agrees to carry
goods safely, and if he does not he is
Tesponsible for their full value, That high
degree of liability having been in vogue, it
was considered unfair that he should be
made liable for carrying very valuable
goods when he would not be aware of the
fact that they were very valuable. The
legislation was introeduced to limit this high
degree of liability imposed by common law
on the carrier in the ecase of valuable
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articles. Tf a person hands a earrier a very
valuable article he has to declare its value,
and pay something extra for its caTriage.
The object is to Iimit the liability in re-
gard to small articles of high value.

The Premier : When the value is nok
declared. '

Mr. PILKINGTON: Yes. If the value is
declared, and the ecarrier is paid a special
fee for taking over the article, he has to
take it and he has to be liable for it. In
the ahsence of a special contract his liabili-
ties are extremely high. It seems to me
that £10 is a sufficient liability. A carrier
may be bhanded a packet and not know its
contents. The packet may be lost, and then
for the first time be is told that it is worth
£15. That is imposing on him a lability
which is not fair.

Hon. W. €, Angwin: Lt has to be proved
in court.
© Mr. PILKINGTON: Yes, and it has to
be proved that he had the packet and that
it was lost by him.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .- .- .. 14
Noes .. NN e 19
Majority against &
ATBB,
Mr, Angwin Mr. Thomson
Mr. Chesson Mr. Troy
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Walker
Mr. Hudson Mr. Willcock
Mr. Jones Mr. Wilson
Mr. Lutey Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Munsie (Teller.)
Mr. Rocke
NoEs,
Mr. Angelo . Mr. ' Mullany
Mr, Broun ’ Mr. Nairn
Mr. Brown Mr, Plesse
Myr. Davies Mr. Pilkington
Mr. Duit Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Foley Mr. Smith
Mr. Gardiner Mr. Underwood
Mr. Harrison Mr. Willmott
Mr. Johnston Mr, Hardwick
Mr. Mitchell (Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived,
Clanse pot and passed.
Clavses 3 to 3—agreed to.

Clause 6—Place used as office, warehouse,
or receiving house to be deemed to be such;
ea-partners need not be joined:

Mr. NATRN: What is the meaning of "‘co-
partners need not be joined’’¢

The PREMIER: It means that a eclaim
may be made agsinst one partner if there
ars, say, two, and that the other need not
be joined.

Clanse put and passed.

Clauges T to 10—agreed fo.
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(lause 11—Aect binding on Crewn Lut not
on the Commissioner of Railways:

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: This clause recog-
nises the Crown as liable in the same way
as auyone else acting as 4 common carrier.
Tt it is to extend to various departments of
the Crown, why not to all of them? I move
an amendment—

That in line 1 the words ‘‘not bind
or’? be struck out, and that in line 2
“‘hut'* be struck out, and ‘fand’’ juserted
in lien,

Thvs we shall have a clause definitely stating
that the Commissioner of Railways is liable
in the same way as any other carrier,

The Premier: He should not be’ liable,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The member for
Pertli stated definitely that when this meas-
ure was paszed in England, away back in the
thirties of the last ecentury, it applied to
railway and shipping eompanies, and in faet
to anyone aeting as a commen carrier.

Mr. Pilkington: It does to-day, but-it
limits their lability, reduces their Hability.
This Bill does not impose liability, but re-
duces it. The Commissioner is already freed
from all liability as Commissioner. )

Hon, W, ¢. ANGWIN: But we want to-
place the liability on the Commiassioner. He-
has power to make two eharges—one exemp-
ting him from any liability, and the other-
under which he accepts lability,

The Minister for Mines: But the matter is
at the owner’s option.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The point is that
if a person consigns goods at ordinary rates,
the Commissioner has no liability at all, If
the Commissioner is to aecept liability, he-
imposes higher rates. The ecarrying of this
amendment will make the Commissioner liz-
ble up to £10 withont the owner having to-
pay au extra charge.

The Minister for Mines: I do not think
the Commisioner will have any objection to
vour providing that he shall bear the risk,
but in that case it will be necessary to put
up rates In order to provide for that risk,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The State Steam-
ship Service, for instance, is liable to the
extent of £10,

The Minister for Mines: And the service:
fixes ite charges to cover that lisbility. It all
comes baeck on the public, who will have to
paz.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The ohject of #his.
amendment is to make the Commissioner more-
careful. .

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I would like to see the
Commisgioner bear the risk, but I do not
think the amendment will attain that object.
At many country sidings the loss of goods is
very serious,

The Colonial Secretary: The loss. frequently
takes place after delivery.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: There is far more pil-
laging and unllaging of goods at country sid-
ings than is generally realised.

Mr. PILKINGTON: I quite agree with
the member for North-East Fremantle that
the Commigsioner of Railways should not be
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protected as he is, and that if his liability
was greater it would be & very proper and
just thing. But I do not think the amend-
ment will produce that result at alll. When
one recognises that this is a Bill which is
intended to limit, to reduee, the liability of a
common e¢arrier, one must also recognise that
one cannct by bringing anything under ite
operation inerease that liability. The effeet
-«of the Bill is to reduce liability, and nothing
else. If the amendment were carried, I
think it would be difficult to give any in-
‘telligent neaning to the clanse. The various
Acts ond regulations under which the Com-
missioner of Railways operates are very diffi-
cult of comprehension, and he is protected
by all sorts of rules and notices, and thus
‘his liability is limited. The reason why the
Corunissioner is not introduced into this
measure i3 that he is so well protected al-
ready as to obviate any need for protecting
- him further. The clause as it stands now
is merely a warning to people that this meas-
ure has nothing to do with the Commissioner
-0f Railways, since he is already bullet-proof.

Tho Minister for Mines: The same thing
appears in much the same form in other leg-
slation.

Mr. PILKINGTON: T think there i3 some-
“thing to the same effect in the Railways Aect.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
.afraid the member for North-Fast Fremantle
.does not appreciate the fact that the Rail-
ways Act contains provisions casting upon
the Commissioner of Railways certain res-
ponsibilities in regard to goods lost while
being carried on the railways.

Hon, T. Walker: That is the point.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I hope
the bon. member is not suggesting that the
words in Section 25 of the Railways Act
mean that we can make regulations which
will remove the Cowmmissioner’s responsi-
bility. The section reads—

All goods received upon any railway
shall, snbject to any by-laws, conditions or
regulations in that behalf, be deemed to
be in the custody of the Commisgioner
until delivered to the eonsignee thereof.

We cannot make regulations to remove that
responsibility.

Subject to any by-law as to parcels, every

person, before delivering any goods at any

railway station for carriage, shall give to
the officer receiving the goods a consign-
. ment note in the form and containing the
particulars preseribed, and the officer shail
give a receipt for the same, and if such
goods are goods for which special charges

are fixed under Subsection 3 of Section 22,

the consignment note shall contain a de-

clargtion of the nature and value of the

goods. No person shall be entitled to sue

or recover for any loss of or damage to

any goods or for any delay in transit or

delivery, unless such consignment note has

been given and such receipt obtained.
The mnext subclause provides that the Com-
- missioner chall not be liable for any loss or
damage to any animal carried, and it goes
on to stipulate the amounts,
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Mr. Thomson : Does the Commissioner
give a receipt for all goods delivered to him?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
the responsibility of the individual, Surely
the hon. member would not suggest that a
person could declare he left goods at a rail-
way siding which was unattended and then

.make a elaim for damages in the event of the

goods being lost. A claim can only be made
if evidence is forthcoming that the goods
were produced. Does the hon. member sug-
gest that the Commissioner should follow an
article from the time it leaves the railway
station at Perth until it reaches a settler’s
holding, perhaps 40 miles from a siding? Tf
there i3 not sufficient traffic at a particular .
siding we cannot aftord to keep an officer
there. The hest we can de is to provide
proper cover and the person to whomn the
parcel is addressed should take delivery as
early as possible. If we comsign anything
by the State Steamship Service that service
will not put the article on board without a
proper bill of lading, Under the Railways
Act, if an individual desires to consign goods
or parcels he gets a receipt if he fills in a
bill of lading, and then if the goods are lost
he can make a claim.

Mr, Thomszon: But he does not get amy-
thing. '

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He does.
Every few days I have to approve of pay-
ments for losses.

Mr. Thomson: Have you ever consigned
goods yourself on the railways? .

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.

Mr, Thomson: Have you ever had losscst

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: TYes.
Mr. Thomsen: And did you ever get
paid?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No. But
I will tell the hon, member why. When I
was interested in @ flonr mill at East Perth,
complaints eame in sbout losses and eventu-
ally T got a detective at work. We found
that men, women and children were in the
habit of coming along with sugar hags,
ripping the flour bags open and taking four
away. On one oceasion we found that a bag
of wheat had been removed and that it was
a common occurrence for flonr to be taken
from trucks in the yard. How can we hold
the Commissioner responsible for acts such
as these? It is an entirely different thing
with a vessel, where an article.is put into a
hold and where it remains until it reaches
its destination, Where it ¢an be shown that
the Commissioner has lost goods in {ransit
throogh his carelessness——

Mr. Thomson: That is the point, through
his carelessness, I will deal with that in a
minute.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is the
most difficuit thing in the world to trace
these things. + ITn the case of an ordinary
carrier’s cart, an article is taken from one
point to another and the carrier is with the
goods all the time. It is entirely different
where the goods are passing throngh the
hands of hundreds. When a fair claim is
mafe and there is evidence to support it,
the Commissioner does not decline to ‘pay.
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I am approving of the payment of elaims
every week, and I can place evidence of this
on the Tahle of the House. ILiet me go on
quoting the ciause that I started to read.
Subsection 8, as I have pointed out, declares
that the Commissioner shall not Le liable be-
yond the sums stated for any loss or damage
to any animal ecarried om a railway. Then
the varions amoumnts are given and the see-
tion goes on—

Tnless the persen sending or delivering

the same shall, in the consignment note,

have declared them to be respectively of
higher value than as above mentioned, and
shall have paid in addition to the ordinary
rate of charge, the prescribed charge for
the extra risk.
Y repeat that we are continually paying
claimgs on the basis of the Aet. We do not
shirk our responsibility in that direction, but
we will not pay a claim unless there is some
evidence to support it. We throw the onua
on the individual to show that he has taken
every care in connection with the goods he
has nsked us to carry,

Mr, THOMSON : Biuce the new Com-
missioner has taken charge of the
raflways there Thas Theen a  drastic
change. Only recently a  storckeeper
on the Great Southern—a man whom
I know well—consigned from Wagin to Perth
butter of the value of £30. That butter dis-
appeared. The Commissioner admitted that
he probably had dishonest men im his em-
ployment but he expressed regret that he
would not be able to pay. I will guarantee
that a receipt wag given for that butter when
it was consigned at Wagin, that is to say,
the department acknowledged having re-
ceived 1t. T have had numergus experiences
with the Railway Department during the 15
years that T have lived on the Great South-
ern line and T declare that the Railway Com-
missioner will never pay a claim even when
all the proof that can he submitted is forth-
coning,

The Minigter for Mines:
rect.

Mr. THOMSON: Let me then give ome
of my experiences. I received a consign-
ment of cement from the Eastern States. The
department signed for a certain number of
bags and they delivered four short. I took
up the matter with the Commissioner, but I
have never received payment for the hags
that disappeared. They said that this was
earried at owner’s risk. The Minister knows
that in the regulations it is distinetly set
out that goods are carried at owner’s risk,
and that the owner must prove wilful negli-
gence, No man on earth, however, can prove
wilful negligence or the part of the rail-
ways.

My, Gardiner: If he takes your momey,
why should he not deliver your goods?

Mr. THOMS0ON:  Exactly. —The Com-
missioner should be in the same position as
8 common earrier. He is a eommon earrier,
It is all very well for the Minister to ask
whether it is reasonable to expect the Com-
misgioner to carry goods to a settler who

That is not cor-

. agreed to pay.
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may be 20 ¢r 20 miles from a siding. Thai
is absurd; no one expects it. But if the
Commissioner is a common cavrier—and I re-
peat that he is—he should not be exempt
from responsibility; he should be in the same
position as other individuals. The Govern-
ment are in a better position to pay a just
claini than a man who perhaps is engaged
jin business in a small way, and who is ob-
liged to aceept responsibility. 8o far as
Commissioner’s risk is ¢oncerned, we all
know what it amounts to. Take plate glasa.
In that connection Commissioner’s risk is
doulile the ordinary rates, but his risk
finishes when he puts it on the platform. The
crate has to be unpacked in the presence of
the Commissioner’s officers so as to be able
to prove, if the glass was broken, that it was
broken on the train. Omce it is on the car-
rier’s eart, the Commissioner’s risk is
finished. Of course that is right,

The Minister for Mines: What ahount un-
attended sidings§

Mr. THOMSON: That is the anfortunate
position. But we have stations where there
are officers, notwithstanding whiech we do not
get our stuff. Fifteen years ago a railway
truck containing mized goods, inelrding a
quantity of lime, came in to Beverley. The
lime was mine. It was raining heavily, and
I decided not to touch the lime until next
day, for the reagon that it would be damaged
by the rain if T uncovered it. Just at that
time a farmer came in with some chaff, and
gaid to the station master, ‘'What are we
to ‘do about sheets?’’  The officer replied,
£¢Qh, take the sheet off that trmek'’—mean-
ing mine. They Qid so. A fire oceurred in
the lime and I suffered serious loss. I clearly
proved wilfnl negligence against the depart-
ment, notwithstanding which I failed {o get
any recompense. They said in effect, ‘‘ Fight
vs.’’ The same sort of thing can aceur fo-
day, because it iz the stable policy of the
Railway Department. How many users of the-
railways are in a position to take up a case
against the Comnmissioner, who can go from
court to court? A truck of wheat was de-
railed, and in consequence the owner lost &
considerable quantity of grain. He took the-
matter to the local court, and won. The de-
partment appealed to a higher court, where-
the owner of the wheat fellowed them, Find-
ing that they were up against a man whe-
conld fight them, the department thereupon
I am blaming, not the offi-
cers, but the system. No douht a great
many unjust claims are made on the depart-
ment, but on the other hand there are hun-
dreds of just claims which the department
refuses to pay. .

Mr. Gardiner: They charge enough freight
to enable them to give due protection.

Mr. THOMSON: They know that the .
average citizen is not in a position to fight
them in the courts. I know of many claims
which have been defeated on the wilful negli-
gence provision. The Commissioner should
accept the same responsibility as is mpoged
on a small, common carrier. Under existing
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conditions the Commissioner is so hedged
about by regulatious that he laughs at the
claimants,
Mr. Pilkington:
the world over.
The Minister for Mines: It could be re-
medied by increasing the freights.

The same thing obtains

Mr. THOMSON: I do not agree with
that. Goods entrusted to the railways should

ba delivered, just as in the case of a small,
common earrier. It iz impossible to prove
wilful negligenee against the department.

Hor, W. {, ANGWIN: My attention has
been drawn to the Railways Act, and I am
afraid my amendment will not meet the case,
beeanse in Section 25, Subsection 4 a limit
of £20 is already imposed, while the sche-
dule i word for word with the achedule of
the Bill, with the sole exception that the
Governor-in-Council can add other articles if
s0 desired. I was pleased to hear the Min-
jster say that to-day the Commissioner is
paying for all losess on the railways. If
that is go, 2ll I can say is that tlere must be
very many liars in Western Australia, be-
canse I repeatediy hear complaints of goods
being lost and damaged,

The Premier: And stolen.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: 1 cannot say thatr

The Minister for Mines: Do you ever hear
anything about lost property being sold by
the Railways?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN:
vertised.

The Minister for Mines: That is the re-
sult of persons carrying their own goods, and
still being unable to look after them.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: In many instances
one cannot take his own goods into tHe ear-
riage with him, but bas to put them in the
van. However, I think something should be
done to render the Commissioner responsible
for all goods entrusted to his care. T am
afraid the amendment is already provided
for in the Railways Aet, and therefore I ask
leave to withdraw it.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Clanse put and passed.

Schedule:

Mr. SMITH: I move an amendment—

That the following items be added:—

23, General Merchandise; 24, Drapery; 25,

Machinery. )

Without those items the Bill will not be of
very much use. The items in the schedule
are seidom carried by common carriers.

Mr, Griffiths- The member for Perth
clearly explained to us that under common
law these items would be included.

The PREMIER: T de not think these
items should be incinded. What the hon.
member is really asking is that the carriera’
liability should be limited in respect of these
items. It would not be possible to get these
things on to the earrier s \waggon or into his
ship without his knowledge., There is no
reason why we should limif his responsibility
in this manner. The hon. member is asking
that in respeet of these items the earrier’s

I have seen it ad-
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Liability shall be limited to £10, unless an in-
creased rate is paid. There is no risk of de-
ceiving the ecarrier in regard to machinery,
drapery, and gencral merchandise, but not so
with the artieles set out in the schedule.

Mr. ROBINSON: One can understand
the desire to limit the liability of a carrier
with regard to china, notes, gold and pree-
ions stones and similar articles unless they
are declared. General merchandise might be
everything, and to add everything to the liat
would eompletely nullify the list. We might
as well pass an amendment that a ecarrier
shal! not be liable for any goods committed
to his care. If a earrier is engaged to shift
a quantity of soap of a value exceeding £10,
should we require the value to be declaredf
There are enough difficulties now withont
manufacturing others.

Hon, T. WALKER: The member for
North Perth shounld see the absurdity of
pressing the amendment. If a carrier con-
traets to shift machinery, it would be ab-
surd to require a declaration; the econtract
ifself would be a declaration. The objeet of
the Bill is to limit the liability of carriers
where there is a possibility of ignorance as
to the risk being .run with regard to valu-
ables.

Amendment put and negatived,

Schedule—put and passed.

Title—agreed to. -

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL~--HIGH S8CBOOL AQCT AMEND-
MENT.
In Committee.

Resnmed from the 14th September,

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Minister for
Mines in charge of the Bill

Clanse 2—Increase of number of gover-
nors:

[Hon. W. . Angwin had moved an amend-
ment ‘‘That in line 1 of Bubeclause 2 the
word ‘shall’ be struck out and ‘may’ in-
serted in lien.!’]

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is only fair that
the Governor should have discretionary
power. The [nterpretation Act lays down
definitely that ‘“shall’’ is mandatory and
““may’’ is discretionary. The Governor
should have an opportunity to say whether
the persons mominated as governors of the
High Scboo! are snitable.

The Minister for Mines:
the amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 3 to 5—agreed to.
Title—agreed fto..
Bill reported with an amendment.

I shall aceept

" Bitting suspended from 6.15 io 7.30 pam.
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BILL-—BUILDING SOCILETIES.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from 9th September.

Mr. BROWN (Subiaco) [7.32]: The Gov-
ernment are to be congratulated on having
brought forward this eomprehensive piece of
legislation. It is one which should meet with
the approval of everyone in the State, In
the past the law governing benefit building
societies has been carried out effectively by
various societies of the State, including the
Star-Bowkett societies of Perth, Fremantle,
Bunbury, ete., with the result that wmany
persons have been able to build their own
homes, who would otherwise not have done
so. The question of food, clothing and house
accommodation is one of the burning ques-
tions to-day. Of these three items it is hard
to say which is the most important. At alt
events an opportunity should be given to
people, who desire to help themselves, of so
doing by placing legislation of this character
on the statnte-book. Building sosieties have
their copyright rules, and this measure is
designed to bring all the various building
societies into line. In the drafting of the
Bill a small matter in connection with the
Perth  Co-operative Building Society was
overlooked. When this omission was pointed
out the Solicitor General drafted the sub-
clange which appears on the Notice Paper,
and which I intend to move as an amendment
when the Bill is in Committee. I hope the
second reading will be agreed to, and that
people generally will be encouraged to build
homes for themselves through the ageney of
these soecieties, After all, the pgreatest sta-
hility any country ean have is that its people
shall own their own homes. I support the
second reading. -

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitchell—Nor-
tham) [7.35]: I hope the Bill will pass into
law. It is intended that there should be
some control over our building societies.
Money, that often represents the savings of
people for many years, is invested in these
organisations, and in turn the building soeie-
ties make advances of money for the erection
of homes. I agree with the member for
Subiaco that nothing at present is more im-
pertant than that people should own their
own properites. The old building society in
Perth has done a tremendous amount of
good for the city, and hag helped people to
get homes who would otherwise have been
unable to procure them. We also wish to
" encourage the growth of these societies. Use
is made of them by people who can only pay
for their homes by the gradual process that
is in vogne in connection with these building
gocieties. It is very necessary, especially in
these times, that the measure should receive
favourable consideration., There never was
& time in the history of the State when it
¢ost more to build houses than it does to-day,
or when rents were higher than they are to-
day. Perth is growing rapidly. .

Mr. O’Loghlen: Too rapidly.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER: It will grow atiil more
rapidly as other parts of the State are de-
veloped.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Those other parts ave,
unfortunately, not growing.

The PREMIER: It does happer that in
Augstralia the cities grow much more rapidly
than does the country. In Western Aus-
tralia we have for years been unable to de-
velop our secondary industries as they should
be developed, Manufacturing has practi-
cally been at a standstill. That is altered
to-day, and things have been levelled up,
with the result fhat Western Australia is
slowly but surely becoming a manufacturing
country. For that reason we ought to en-
courage the establishment of building socie-
ties. It is generally accepted that it ig very
much better that people should own their
own homes than that they should remt them,
In this Chamber some years age I advoeated
that every man should have an opportonity °
of securing his own home, and I went so far
as to say that a man’s home ought to be
safe and become his forever once he had ae-
gquired it, It is ftroe that operating through
a building society, 2 man wmust wait for
several years before he ean become the sole
owner of hig preoperty, but during the period
involved he is safe. It is intended by this
piece of legiglation to set up the proper me-
thod for the control of these building socie-
ties, and to encourage their establishment.
With widespread aectfivities in this direetion
much money is, of course, being invested and
much business being dore, and there ought,
therefore, to be some measure of protection
afforded to the people who invest their
money in these channels. The Government
have mueh pleasure in introdneing this Bill,
I hope when it bas passed through the Com-
mittee stage, with one or two amendments
that are saggested, it will be found to be a
good and workable measure, amd helpful to
all sections of the people. It is good to
know that in Perth at any rate, notwith-
gtanding the many years during which these
societies have been operating, the record has
been a good one and satisfactory to all con-
cerned.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee,

Mr., Stubbs in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill

Clanses 1 to 18—agreed to.
Clause 19—Prohibition of Advances on
second mortgages: )

Mr, BROWN. I move an amendment—

. That in Subelause 3 the following be
added to the proviso: ‘‘and any such
sgeiety may, row or hereafter, if author-
ised by its rules so to do, in leu of ad-
vancing its own funds, negotiate advances
by éther persons to its memhers on the
security of a first mortgage of & freechold
or leagehold property, and the' guarantee -
of the society by way of covenant in the
mortgage or collateral security.’’
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This amendment is rendered necessary to
meet ecertain conditions existing in connee-
tion with the Perth Co-operative Sogiety, and
has been drafted by the Solicitor General.

The PREMIER: I have mno objection tfo
the amendment, but the insertion of the
words ‘‘nmow or hereafter’’ strikes me as
strange.

Mr. BROWN: Those words were not in the
amendment as drafted by the Solicitor Gen-
eral, but they have been inserted in order to
-avoid giving a moncpoly in this direetion to
"the Perth Co-operative Building Society.

The PREMIER: No dowbt tbe amendment
is very useful. The Perth Co-operative
Building Society operates under the existing
Act, but its methods have not bheen these
usua]]y adopted by building societies. It
makes advances to people who are able to
contribute only a small portion of the cost
of a building. For svell persons the society
negotiates loans, and makes ifself reapon-
sible. I do not know enough of the method
to care to say that it ought to be encour-
aged. However, so far as that particular
society is concerned, it has adopted that me-
thod and should be bronght under the opera-
tion of this Bill. 3till, the words ‘‘mnow or
hereafter’’ seem superfluous,

Hon. T. Wallter: Yes. On the passing of
this Bill, the provision takes effect.

The PREMIER:.I move an amendment
on the amendmenti—

That in line 3 of the amendment the
words ‘‘now or hereafter’’ be struck ont.
Mr. BROWN: T am willing that the words

should be deleted.

Amendment on the amendment put a.n('l
passed; the words struck out.

Amendment as amended put and passed:
the clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 20, 21—agreed to.

Clause 22--Power to secure repayment of
borrowed money:

Mr, BROWN: 1 move an amendment
which is consequential on that just passed—
That the following be added +to the
elause:—*‘and any society to which the
second proviso in Swbsection 3 of Seetion
19 of this Act applies may secure the re-
payment of the borrowed money as therein
provided, *’

Amendment put, and passed,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 23, 24—agreed to.

Clause 25—Officers to give security:

Mr. THOMSON: Should not this clause
provide that a fidelity guarantee bond must
be taken out in an approved soeciety? Other-
wise 8 trusted officer might get away with
a considerable anm of money and the share-
holders be left lamenting. It does not seem
right that the matter should be dealt with
merely in the society’s rules.

The PREMIER: Presumahly the nature of
the security would be a fidelity bond, unless
it would be more convenient for the officer

the clause,
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employed to put up some other form of
seeurity equally good. I do pot think the
member for Eatanning need have any fear
about the operation of this clanse.

My, Thomson: Suppose 2 society bhad no
rule dealing with this matter, what would
be the position?

The PREMIER: These societies are man-
aged by very capable committees. T think
the clauge as it stands provides all that is
necessary.

Clause put and pagsed.

Clauses 26 to 30—agreed to.

Clause 31—Receipt to operate as re-con- _
veyance:

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T move an amend-
thent—

That the following be added to the
clause:—‘ ‘A society may partially dis-
charge any mortgage, or discharge or par-
tially discharge any further charge or col-
lateral security, notwithstanding that all
nioneys intemded to be secured by the
mortgage have not been fully paid or dis-
charged, if the society ia satisfied with the
remaining security,’’

It has been the practice of building sceieties,
in cases where the security offered was not
sufficient to -satisfy the board, to take eol-
latersl security, which would safeguard the
society until sufficient had been paid off by
the borrower to make the property in respect
of which the advance was made a sufficient
security for the balance of the debt. Bug
there is mothing in this Bill as it stands fo
give the society power to discharge the col-
lateral seeurity, even though the property
mortgaged would be quite sufficient to meet
the society’s demands in case of foreclosure.
It would be of asasistance to the horrower,
and of advantage to the societies, if power
were given to discharge the ecollateral
security when sufficient has been paid off
the debt.

The PREMIER: This amendment i3 very
desirable so long as the societies exercise
proper care. It does, of course, happen that
the building is not regarded as an entirely
satisfactory security, baving in mind that
the cost of building is much higher now than
in all probability it will be in two or three
years’ time. Thus many persongs are pre-
vented from securing loans from building
societies if they cannot put up . collateral
security. In conmection with Treasury ad-
vances T bave had some experience of the
difficulty referred to by the member for
North-East Fremantle. The carrying of this
amendment will give many people an oppor-
tunity to build who otherwise would not be
able to get an advance,

Amendment put and passed; the claunse, as
amended, agreed to.

Clauses 32 to. 52—agreed to.
Sehedules 1 to 4—agreed to.
Title—agreed té.

Bill reported with amendments.
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BILL—CORONERS.
Message,

Meseage from the Governor received and
read recommending the Bill.

In Committee.

Mr, Stubbs in the Chair; the Minister for
Mines in charge of the Bill,

Clguses 1 to 8—agreed to.

Clauvse 9--Power to hold inquests without
jury:

Mr. MUNSIE: This is a eclangse which
gives power to u eoromer to hold an inguest
in almost any circumstances without a jury.
Personally, I believe that in all fatal acei-
dents, and particularly those fatal accidents
which happen on mines, it should he com-
gulsory to e¢onduct an inquest with a jury.

therefore move an amendment—

That the following, to stand as para-
graph (a), be added to Subclause 1:—
¢*——the inquest iz on the body of a per-
son whose death has been caused by ex-

plosion or accident in or about a mme to -

which the Mines Regulation Act, 1916, or

the Coal Mines Regulation Act, 1902, ap-

plies; or’’

Mr. WILSON: All over the world where
eoal mining operations are carried on inguests
are conducted with juries. A provision simi-
lar to that which the hon. member desires
to include in the Bill is8 contained in the
Coal Mines Regulation Act. Therefore I
support its inclusion in the Bill before the
Committee,

My. ROBINSON: Does the hon. member
mean by his amendment it shall be eompul-
gory to hold an inquest with a jury?

Mr, Munsie: Yes.

Amendment put and passed; the elause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 10—View of body not necessary:

Mr. MUNSIE: I ‘agree with this clause
to a certain extent, but two words which are
necessary have been left out. 1 propose that
they shall be inseried so that the jury, as well
as the coroner, may have the opportunity to
say whether it is advisable that the bedy
shall be viewed. I move an amendment—

That in line 4, after ‘‘coroner’’
words ‘'or jury’’ be inserted.

Amendment puet and passed; the elause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 11—Proeeedings at inquests:

Mr, MUNSIE:, Here again a similar
emendment to the one we have just agreed
to is necessary. I move an amendment—

That after ‘‘coromer’’ in line 4 the
words ‘‘or the jury’' be inserted. -

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. MUNSIE: Subglanse 5 is unneeces-
sary. Suofficient protection is given in Sub-
elause 5 of Claugse 44. The Subelause 5 which
we are now considering, goes too far in pro-
viding that in the case of the death of an

the

[ABSEMBLY.]

infant with a foster mother, the coroner
shall inquire, not only into the immediate
eause of, death, bug, into all eireumstances
that may throw light on the treatment and
condition of the infant during life. We
have in this State hundreds of {foster
mothers, If any of their infants should die
suddenly there would be no objection to an
inquest being held, but it is going a bit too
far to direct a coromer to pry into the daily
life of the household from the time the child
firgt went to the foster mother. Subelause
5 of Clause 42 gives quite sufficient power
in this respect.

The Minister for Mines:
to a4 nursing home.

Mr. MUNSIE: If the coroner thought
there was anything suspicious, he could re-
port {o the Attorney General, and any neces-
sary action could be taken later on. If we
agree to this subelause it wmay do a con-
siderable amount of harm to the boarding
out system when the foster mothers get to
understand its full purport. I move an
amendment—

That Subclause § be struck out.

Mr, ROCKE: I do not think.the sub-
clause provides for an unpecessary inquisi-
tion such as is feared by the homr. member.
It i= only a necessary precaution. Tt gives
power to the coromer to 1inquire into all
circumstances that may throw light oa the
cause of death.

Mr. Pilkington:
the clzuse.

My, ROCKE: The provision will apply to
deathg in an institation. I do not thunk it
will interfere with the boarding out system.

That applies anly

He has that power under

Mr. PILKINGTON: I do not see any use
to which the subelause can be pui. The
coroner has power to inquire imto every
eircumstance, however remote, which
throws any light on the eanse of death.
This provision, apparently, is intended to
enable the coromer to inquire into circum-
gtances which have nothing whatever to do
with the cauwse of death, If the child is
supposed to have died for want of proper
treatment, the coroner has power to inquire
into the child’s treatment; but thia sub-
¢lause gives him power to inquire into other
matters quite apart from the cause of death.
The coromer could not give a verdict om
those matters, because it would be quite
meaningless. I do not follow what is in-
tended by the subclause. It cannoi be of
the slightest use, and it may be very harm-
ful.

Mr. ROBINSON: I think the provision
a very desirable one. The objection of the
member for Hammans (Mr. Munsie) would
bhe removed if we were to delete the words
making reference to persons licensed mnder
the State Childrem Act.

Mr. Munsie: Yes, make it general
will agree.

Mr. ROBINSON: I do not think the in-
guiry should be specially directed against

and T
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foster parents; indeed the inquiry rather
:should be made very specific in cases where
-there are not reputable foster parents. In
all deaths of infants a great deal of care
should be taken in the coronial examina-
tion, because child life is of great value to
the community, No care exercised in the
maintaining of child life can be too great.
I feel sure the provision has been specially
inserted for the purpose of drawing the
atiention of coroners and juries to the de-
gire of the Legislature that in every case
of the death of a child extra care should be
taken.

Mr, MUNBIE: I ask leave to withdraw
the amendment,

T.eave to withdraw refused.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: DProvision is
‘already made for the fullest inquiry into
‘the cause of death, But this subelaunse goes
farther. Doubtless it is in consequence of
what was taking place in many parts of
the State before foster mothers were
Iicensed. Ag themember for Canning (Mr.
Robinson) has said, the provision should
not apply to State foster mothers. If the
coroner thinks it necessary to go back over
-any period of the child’s life, he has power
‘to do so.

Mr. Thomson: Suppose the child died as
the result of continued mneglect?

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: The Children’s
Protection Socioty, the police, and even the
next door neighbours will see to it that
there is no continued negleet.

Mr. Munsie: If the subclause is retained
it will be an insult to foster mothers

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: But the amend-
ment will not alter the mtentmn of the
-claunse.

Mr. ‘Rocke: The welfare of the children
is of more importance than the dignity of
the foster mothers.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Are we going to
say.in effect that every woman is so negiect-
ful! of her children that it is necessary to
inquire into the past life of a c¢hild that
dies?

The Minister for Mines: It was.suggested
that we snbstitute ‘‘may’’ for ‘‘shall”’ and
make it optional.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Then we would be
meting out differential treatment to the peo-
ple. The svbelause goes too. far. So long
as the coronmer makes funll inquiry into the
cause of death, this is all that is required.

‘The Minister for Mines: The subelause
does not stipulate that the coroner shall in-
quire into the whole of the child’s life,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The subclanse de-
mands inquiry into the life of the child
from the day of its birth to the day of its
death. The coroner has power to inquire
into the immediate cause of death, and noth-
ing forther is necessary.

Mr. ROBINSON: Shall T be in order if
I move for the deletion of the words—‘‘in
tbe care or charge of a person licensed un-
der the State Children Act 1907-197¢

G45

The CHAIRMAN: If the amendinent is
carried, the subclause will be struck out.
If not it will stand as printed.

- Mr. ROBINSON: Surcly, if the amend-
ment is loat and the clanse is then put, T
shall have an coppn'.n'tm:l.\li:‘ir to move my’
amendment.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If the
amendwnent ia lost, the subclaunse will remain
and, I take it, may then be amended.

The CHATRMAN: The member for Can-
ning will be able to move to insert other
words,

Mr. ROBINSON: Or to move that certain
words be struck out? .

The CHATRMAN: No.

Mr. MUNSIE: The amendment snggested
by the member for Canning would suit me.
The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member’s
best plan is to ask leaye to withdraw his
amen ent.
MUNSIF I did so, and leave was
1efused
Hon. W. C. Apgwin: T shall withdraw my
objection.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
Mr., ROBINSON: I move an amendment—

That in subelause 3, the words ‘‘in the
care or charge of 2 pelson licensed under
the State Children Aet 1907-19°’ he struck
out.

Mr. ROCEE: I see no objection to the
words proposed te be struck out. The aver-
age foster home in Western Australia, vis-
ited by the Royal Commission, was good,
but not all of them. Ome was positively wm-
fit, and one was doubtful. This Bill is in-
tended to cover not only the homes existing
to-day, but other homes which will he estab-
tished in futunre,

Mr. Muonsie: It w:.i.l apply to all homes in
future.

Mr. ROCEE. A good foster mother will
not object to this subclauges

The Minister for Mines: We are seeking
to extend the operation of the subelause by
making it apply to all homes,

Amendment put and passed.

Mr, MUNSIE: I move an amendment—

That in line 4 of sabelause 5, ‘“shall?’
be struek out and the word ‘“may’’ in-
serted in lieu.

Mr. LUTEY: I oppose the amendment.
The value of the subelavse lies in the faet
that it instructs the coroner or jury to in-
quire into the matters referred to.

Amendment put and passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clavses 12, 13—agreed to.

Clavse 14—-Ordering of coroner to hold
inguest or another inquest:

Mr, MUNSIE: I would lLike the Minister
to explain subeclanse 3. Clause 10 makes
it optional whether the coroner or jury view
the body. Subelavse 3 of Clause 14 provides
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that it shall not be necessary to view the
body unless the court or judge otherwise or:
ders.
The Honorary Minister: The object of the
. subclavse is to govern Clause 10,

Mr, Lutey: This subelause c¢contradicts the
previons decision of the Committee.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In cases
where the Supreme Court or judge orders an
inguest to be held, it might not be neces-
sary to view the hody which may have bsen
interred long gince., If the court does order
that the body he viewed, it might be neces-
sary to cxhume the body It does not con:
flict with Clause 10,

Clause put and passed.

Clange 15—Effect of decision. where no
jury:

Mr. MUNSIE: We have already decided
that in the cuse of a fatal accident im or
around a mine it is compulsory to have a
jury. Paragraph (e) of this elause will, in
my opinion, confliect with the Mines Regula-
tion Ac¢t and the Coal Mines Regulation
Aect.

The Minister for Mines: Tt will not con-
flict with them.

Mr. Pilkington: You are guite safe.
i

Clanse put and passed.

Clanses 16 to 24—agreed to.

Clanse 25—Inquests on deaths from acci-
deats in mines:

Mr. DAVIES: I should like to know why
this clause is restricted to mines ouly, and
why it does not include faetories.- If the
explanation is not satisfactory I shall move
an amendment to embrace factories.

Mr. MUNSIE: This has been lifted from
the Mines Regulation Aect, and factories are
provided for elsewhere. We have known of
cases where it has not heen possible for the
mines inspectos to attend an inquest, or to
view the scere of an aceident, and, further,
when the workinen’s inspector has desired
to do so, he bas been refused permission by
the mines ingpector. I want the workmen’s
inspector to have the same right as the mines
ingpeetor if he should desire to exercise it.
I move an amcndment—

That in Subelanse (2), line 1, after the
word ‘‘ingpector’’ there he inserted ‘‘and
the workmen’s inspector,?’

The MINISTHER FOR MINES: I do not
think the hon. member desires that both the
mines ingpector and the workmen’s ingpector
should be present. 1t would be better to in-
sert the words “‘and the workmen'’s inspee-
tor may.’’ when practicable, be present.

My, MUNSTE: T shall be quite satisfied
with that, 3o leng as the workmen’s inspee-
tor has the right to be there if he desires,
If the Minister will move that amendment 1
will withdraw my own amendment,

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. WILSON: I should like to see Sub-
section (3) of Section 26, taken from ther
Coal Mines Regulation Act and  inserted
here.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I move an

‘amendment—

That in Subeclause (2), line 1, after
‘‘practicable’’ theve he inserted ‘‘and the
workmen’s inspector may.'’

Mr, CHESSON: I support the amendmnent,
ior I think it will give the workmen’s in-
sl;ector the right to view the scene of anm
decident, and examine wituesses if he so de-
sires.

Hon, W. G, ANGWIN: Who is to decide
whether a worlunen’s inspeetor ghall be pre-
sent or not? Will he be present at his own
diseretion, or at the will of the coroner?

The Minister for Mines: At his own dis-
cretion,

Myr. Pilkington: He has power to go if lie
chooses, and no one can stop him.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
.amended, agreed to. '

Claunse 26—Inquests on deaths from acei-
dents in coal mines:

Mr. WILSON: This Bil does not alto—
gether coincide in this particalar with the
Coal Mines Regulation Act, for paragraph
(e) of Section 49 of that Act bhas been
omitted, as will he seen from reference to
Clause 31 of the Bill The provigion, to
which I particularly refer, is that whick
states that one half of the jury shall be
working miners, whereas the Bill refers to
persons who have been accustomed to work-
ing on mines, a totally different thing, 1
shall let this clause go, and when Clause 31
s reached I shall move the addition to para-
graph (@) of the words “‘one half of whorr
shall be working Miners.”’

Mr. Munsie: The jury is limited to three
in number, and the hon, member cannot
have one and a half conl miners on a jury.

My, WILSON: Then I will make it ‘‘at
least a half'’ instead of ‘‘one balf,’’ and so
T shall get two out of three.

Claugse put and passed.
Claunses 27 to 30—agreed to.

Clanse 31--Disqualification in ease of min-
ing fatalities:

Mr. WILSON: Paragraph (d) provides—
Whenever it is practicable the summon-

ing officer shall summon as jurors persons

aceustomed to the working of mines,

I propose to add to this paragraph the words
‘“‘two-thirds of whom shall be working
miners.’’ In my experience no injury has
‘ever boen done at an inquest to the interests
of the companies, but any injury that has:
been done has been suffered by the persons

most entitled to protection, mnamely, the
family of the deceased.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: The

amendment suggested by the member for
Collie shonld be in the form of a new para-
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graph, The method of constituting a jury
is something entirely distinct from the me-
thod of summoning a jury, This paragraph
provides that all the jurors summoned must
be persons acemstomed to the working of
mines—the whole of them, not two-thirds of
them,

Mr. Wilgon: But meén might be summoned
who have been away from work in mines for
40 years.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Until
there is evidence that the big step forward
proposed by this paragraph is not sufficient,
I do not think we should go further.

Mr. CHESBON: I agree with the
member -for Collie. As the law stands,
the snmmoning of jurors is left entirely to
the police; and I have seen many cases of in-
quests into wining accidents where there has
not been one practical man on the jury.

The Minister for Mines: But under this
paragraph they will be all practical men.

Mr, CHESSON: In comnection with the
Mines Regulation Aet, T have known juries
refuse to wvisit the scene of the accident
when it was underground. The Jjorors in
such cases should be men able to put intelli-
gent questions to witnesses, and men who
ean go nndergrounidl and view the seene of
the aceident if that is necessary. The prae-
tice of the police is simply to take the men
easiest to get hold of, whether they have a
practical knowledge of mining or not.

Mr., WILSON: What T have suggeBted is
the law in the oll country, in New Sounth
Wales, and in Victoria. So far as T am able,
I am going to insist that the words I have
suggested shail be added.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: [f the
hon, member wants two of the jury to be
practical working miners, he must move a
new paragraph, such as ‘‘ Where practieable
two of the jury shall be working miners.’’

Mr., DUFF: In connection with one or
‘two accidents in Westonia, jurors have been
summoned, and there has been no grumbling
or complaining as to-the constitution of the
jurics. I think paragraph (d) is very well
drawn, In any mining district praetical
miners can be obtained to serve on juries.
The member for Collie should not persist
with his ameudment, as it would have a very
bad effect.

The CHATRMAN:
before the Chair yet.

Mr. MUNSIE: The paragraph is indefi-
nite. It is ali very well for the Minister for
Mines to say- that the paragragh gives more
power; practically it is ouly a repetition of
paragraph (a) of Section 25 of the Mines
Regulation Act, which provides—

Where practicable the constable or other
summoning officer shall summon as jurors
persons aceustomed to the working of
‘mines, and no person shall be summoned
to act as a juryman more than once in
six months.

The last part of that paragraph is not in-
cluded in the present Bill, bot the first part

There is no amendment

G4T

agrees word for word with the paragraph
under discussion. It has been possible to
have a jury np to six in number, but on the
goldfields it has been the practice for years
to have juries of three.  There has been
mueh agitation on the go]dﬁelds against the
method of swmmoning corvoners’ juries, and
Jery many resolutions have beew earried on
"that subjeet Dy the miners® unions. Only
within the last eight or uine years has the
practice been adopted of summoning praeti-
cal miners as jurors, and that was only as
& result of the agitation.

Mr, Duff: You are getting satisfaction
nOW.

Mr, MUNSTE: T admit that at present we
are. Beeing that the present system is giv-
ing satisfactiom, and that it applies only to
cases of fatal mecident——

Mr. Duft: But you do not wani to make
it a hard and fast anle that yen shall have
the majority of the jury?

Mr. MIUNSIE: I am not asking that any
party shall have a majority of the jury. All
I am asking is that-the majority of the jury
shall be praetical men, men who will know
what they are adjudicating on.

Mr., Duff: We want the lot to be practical.

Mr, MUNSIE: So do. I. Tn some instances
that iz so. Unless we atate it definitely in
the Bill, there is nothing to prevent a re-
version to the old system. T want the jury-
men to be practical men.

Mr. WILSQN: I move an amendment—

That the following be added‘to stand
ag Paragraph (e)—* Whenever practic-
able at lgast two of the jurors shall be
working miners.’’

My, WILLCOCK: We might make the
provision even more stringent; Wwe might
make it definite by cutting out fhe words
““whenever practicable.”’ T see no reason
why it shonld not be practicable everywhere
to get working miners to act as jurors.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The words
‘“whenever  practieable’’ are necessary.
Suppose jurors were wanted in a small min-
ing town where nearly all the people were in-
terested in the mines, where they might all
be working partners. They would then be ex-
cluded from sitting ouw the jury and in those
circumstanees it would be mecessary to get
others.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Suppose a jury is sum-
moned and they are objected totf

Mr, Wilson: There eannot be any chalieng-
ing of these juries,

Mr. WILLOCOCK: The amendment will be
better without the words ‘‘whenever prae-
ticable.”! Therefore I move au amendinent
on the amendment-—

That the words
able’’ be struck out.

Mr, ROBINSON: May T suggest to the
member for Collie that he can attain his ob-
Jeet by striking out the first four words of
paragraph (d), *‘Whenever it is practie-
able.”” That paragraph would then read,

‘“whenever practie-
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“¢The summoning officer shali summon as
Jurors persons actustomed to the working of
mines. "’

The CHATEMAN: We cannot go back on
that paragraph. The Committee have agreed
to everything up to Paragraph (e) proposed
by the member for Collie, which iz now bhe-
fore the Committee. .

Mr. ROBINSON: I was merely making a
suggestion to the member for Collie.

My, TROY: I have no desire to embarrass
the member for Collie, but if we permit the
words ‘‘whenever practicable’’ to stand we
will provide an opportanity to evade the
appointment of a working miner on a jury.
It is always practicable to get a working
miner to serve om a jury; therefore there is
no need for the words.

The Minister for Mines: In a place like
Bangemall the working miners counld not sit
on the jury becavse they are all interested
in the mines there.

Mr. TROY: Let me cite the position as it
has been in Kalgoorlie for the past few
years, where a good deal of heat and malice
has heen displayed by the magistrate to-
wards the workers in the industry. He
would have found that it was not practie
able to appoint miners as jurors. Who then
would take him to task? Nobedy. It is far
better that the new paragraph should be de-
finite. A coroner should not take sides.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon,
memher’s objection would not apply in this
case. The coroner may instruoct a member of
the police force to summon a person to act
as a juror, Then there is the definite in-
struction to the summoning officer as to what
he is to do, and the coroner has no comtrol
over that instroction. Whatever bias may
be in the mind of the coromer it cannot apply
so far as the paragraph is concerned, be-
cause it is provided that the summoning
officer. whenever practicable, muost do cer-
tain things. ) "

Amendment on amendment put and nega-
tived.

Amendment put and passed; the clanse as
amended agreed to.

Clanses 32 to 34—agreed to.

Clause 35—Payment of jury:

Mr. MUNSIE: Tt is proposed fo pay the
jury the Supreme Court fees and mileage.
Before the Full Court recently a protest was
made by invors against the insufficiency of
tho fees paid, notwithstanding which we are
providing in the Bill the same old fee. To
offer a man 8s. a day under existing condi-
tions is ridienlouns. T move an amendment—

That after ‘‘fee,’” in line 3, ‘15 shil-
linga'" he inserted,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If in the
opinion of the Committee it is desirable to
deal with the question of fees, there is a
projper method to follow. I have yet to learn
that the hon. member hes a Message from
s Excellency, and conseguently I am afraid
he will have to be ruled oat of order.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
with the Bill.

The MINISTERE FPOR MINES: But that
does not give a privatc member the right to-
inerease the charges on the community,

The CHATRMAWN: Tt is not within the
provinee of u private member to introducer
in any measure anything that will be a bur-
den or tax on the taxpayer or will increase
sueh burden or tax. T must rule the amend-
ment out of order.

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: The Minister who
introduced the Bill knows that for a consid-
ernble time past there has been grave dis-
satisfaction with the fees paid to jurors. It
is not fair that a man should lose s day’s
work, representing 16s. or 17s, to attend as
a juror and be paid 8s. 6d. I repret that
the Minister lias not provided that adequate
payment shall be made to jurors.

The Minister for Mines: 1t can be done
hy regulation.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The fees provided
in the Bill are not fair.

Mr, Munsie: The Attorney General ad-
mitted that on the second reading.

Hon. W, G, ANGWIN: And since they
are not fair, the Minister ought to remedy
the grievance. 1 hope provision will be made
tur the payment of proper fees to jurors.

Mr. LUTEY: I move an amendment—

That in line & ““the’’ be struck out and

“‘an adequate’’ be inserted,

The” MINISTER FOR MINES: The At-
torney General has power t0 make regula-
tions fixing the fees to be paid, and in
gpecial cases he can provide special fees.
Therefore, it is he who will decide what is
‘“adequate’’ in each ease. The chances are
that in most cases the fee fixed for the
Criminal Comrt will be paid. The proper
thing to do is to bring under the notice of
the Attorney General the desire of hon. mem-
bers that the present scale of fees should be
revised. The proposed amendment will not
olter the existing condition. -

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause pnt aud pagsed.

Clauses 36, 37—agreed to.

Clause  38—Additional evidence where
canse of death not satisfacforily explained:

Mr. MUNSIE: Surcly at a coromial in-
quiry the best jndges of whether another
medieal practitioner should be called are the
coroner and the jury. The right to snmmon
another medical practitioner should rest with
the coroner and jury, not with_the Attorney
General. The Attorney Genera! would not
have heard the cvidence and would know
uwothing of the ¢ase, and yet he would have
to he satisfied before another medical prae-
titioner counld be called.

The Premier: The coroner could call any
evidence he liked.

My, Davies: The coroner would advise
the Attorney General.

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes, but the Attorney
General may, or may not aunthorise the ecall-
ing of further evidence.

Therve is a Message
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. Mr. ROBINSON: These witnesses are
‘gubpeened by the Crown and paid for by the
Crown, and medical witnesses are more ex-
pensive than other witnesses. I take it that
this is a matter of expease more than any-
thing else.” If, after two doctors had given
evidence, further medical testimony was re-
-quired, the coromer may advise the Attorney
General as to whether the expenditure should
be incurred,

The PREMIER: This provision has been
in operation in Victoria for some time.

Mr. Mungie: What would be the reason
dor having extra medical testimony?

‘The PREMIER: It would be called for
‘speeial treasons. The clause is an additional
safeguard, and the only objeetion to it would
be 'on the seore of delay. The ¢lause is not
intended to limit the right of the coroner in
‘any way..

Mr, Munsie: But it does.

The PREMIER: It does quite the re-
verse. No Attorney General would refuse 2
«coroner’s request for further medieal evi-
fdence,

Mr. JOHNSTON: It should be quite
unneeessary to refer o matter of thiy kind te
‘the Attorney General. Surely the coroner
-and jury, who know the faets, would he best
:able to judge whether further medical testi-
mony was required. .

"The Preniier: Then they could request
‘the Attorney General tu call it.

Mr. JOINSTON: But why? The Attor-
‘ney General counld act only on their views,
If they were satisfied that further evidence
‘was necessary, they should be able to obtain
it I move an amendment—

That in lines 5 and 6, the words *‘re-
port the matter to the Attorney General
who may’’ be struck out.

Mr. ROBINSON: The Atiorney General
is ¢harged under the law with the proseention
of all offences. He signs the indi¢tments
and is head of the department which con-
duets the prosecutions. The Attorney Gen-
eral has a wider outlook than local people
would "have, ‘and he would imcur expense
‘whi¢h a -coroner -or jury might not think of
doing. He is the proper person to authorise
the calling of further medical testimony. T
have mever heard of any delay on the part
of any Attorney General in replying to ques-
‘tiona relating to matters of crfiniindl law.

Mr. PFOLEY: I think there would be some
-delay in this case, The member for Canning
“has thrown very little light on the subject. It

“is not a matter of law that is being dealt
with, but a question of medical evidence. If
the jury think further medical evidenge is
necesgary they should be able to get it for
themselves. After all the Attorney General
will only be aeting on the opinion of the
jory if ‘he does, at their request, send 12
medieal practitioner from Perth.

Hon, W, (. ANGWIN: We do not know
what was in the mind of the Attorney Geu-
era! when he put this clause in the Bill,

The Premier: It is taken from the Vie.
torian Aet.

X3
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Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN: Seeing that the
Attorney General is not here, think we
should report progress at this stage.

Progress reported.

BILL—PUBLIC SERVICE APPEAL
BOARD.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from 9th September.

Mr., JONES (Fremantle} [10.5]: I regret
the decision of the Premier to go on with
this Bill in the absence of the Attorney
General. I should have liked to see the
Minister here, not merely beeause¢ he intro-
duced the Bill, but because he was the repre-
sentative of the Ministry whoe signel the
Ministry’s terms of capitulation to the ser-
vice.

The Premier:
know that.

Mr. JONES: The Premier knows that this
Bill is the evidence of the capitnlation of tlie
Government,

The Premier: Tt is not.

Mr, JONES: The Bill in its present form
is worth nothing. It is practically of no
value to the civil service, except as evidence
of the defeat of the Government, .

The Premier:. They did not aceept your
offer when you offered to help thom,

That is not s0 at all. You

Mr. JONES: I made mo offer to help
them, .

The Premier: Ob yes, you did. ~

Mr. JONES: As the Premier knows, the

civil servants were quite capable of helping
themselves, and they did so.

The Premier: They did not accept your
offer.

Mr. JONES: Perhaps the Premier will ex-
plain the offer I made to them. I had no
iden T made any at all. T was not in the
some position as Mr. Molloy and others, who
gave huge contributions to the civil service.
1 do not think I made them any offer what-

‘ever,

Hon, W, C. Angwin: We were told last
night we should not impute motives.

Mr. JONES: Had they decided to take
over the reins of Government and establish
o Soviet Government, I would have given
thein the benefit of the little knowledge I
have on the subject.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member cannot
disewss Soviet Governments wnder this Bill.

Mr., JONES: T regret that the Premier’s
rather ridiculous interjection took me off the
track, FExcept as evidence of the fact that
the Government gave in, and their acknow-
ledgment of the fact that the ecivil service
had won its case, the Bill is of no value.
The service wonld never have had the Bill if
it had not gone out on strike,

The PREMIER: They had it before they
went on strike,

Mr. JONES: When they threatened to
go on strike, Yt wag a little sop thrown to
the wolves as they advanced. The Premier
fled away in hig sledge, and said ‘‘Here is a
Bill, you van have it,’’ and threw it to them.
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Had they not threatened to go on strike they
would not have got it. Like the Arbitration
Court, the Bill 13 two to one in favour of
the Government. The member for Pilbara
{Mr. Underwood) put the matter forcibly
when he said that a judge of the Supreme
Court was totally unfit to sit mpon a board
of this sort. He is dragged in willy-nilly.
He is a man, who, heeause of his training
and his environment, wmust think of and
favour the c¢lass the Government represent,
in place of the class into which the eivil
servants, as wage earners, are forced. All
the ideas of the chairman of the court muast
necessarily be in favour of the Government,
. The Minister for Mines: He is a civil ser-
vant. *

. Mr. JONES: It does not maiter whether
the present Government are in power, or the
Labour Government, which will be in power
next year, the Gogernment represent the one
cluss of society. A judge of the Supreme
Court, by virtne of his trajning, must in-
cline in every way ‘towards the point of view
of that class. The Government have simply
played the game of ‘‘heads I win, tails you
lose,’” exactly the gume that is played in
Arbitration Court awards.

Mr. Johnston: You will find it will work
out differently in the civil service.

Mr. JONES: By the threat of direet ae-
tion I daresay the civil servants will force
more out of the court than if they were the
servile body we thought they were years
ago, Many hon, members have received an
intimation as to the amendments desired by
the Civil Service Association. No doubt met-
ropolitan members will support them, in view
of the fact that so many civil servants live
in their electorates.

Mr. Johnston: And in Fremantle.

Mr. JONES: The PBill seems to me one
mass of broken promises. The Government
have -been more true to their policy than they
have been to their promises.

Mr. SPEAKER: Would it not be well for
the hon. member fo deal with the second
reading of the Bill?

Mr. JONES: T am endeavouring to do so.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is deal-
ing with the Government instead of the Bill.

Mr, JONES: Doubtless many of- these
clauses will be altered in Committee. I wish
to refer particularly to the clause dealing
with the appointment of members of the
board. I have been led to understand, and
I think the public have understood, that
the appointment of representatives of the
two branches of the service, the civil ser-
vants and the teaehers, were to be made by
the association amd the union respectively.
We find in Clause 3 that the board shall con-
sist of one member to be elected in the' pres-
cribed manner by the teaching staff of the
Education Department, and in another clause
in the preseribed manner by the members of
the ecivil serviee. What will happen, if the
Bill passes into law, if in a little while the
Coolgardie Civil Service Association is re-
gistered, or the national workers teachers’

[ASSEMBLY.]

nnion comes to light? Will the Government
give those bodies power to appoint their re-
presentatives on this board$

Mr. Swith: What is wrong with them?

Mr. JONES: Will the Government give
these new loyaliat associations the right
to Aappoint members on the hoard? Do
not let the member for North Perth
(Mr. Smith), whose electorate is packed
with public servants, forget that it
was the association and the union whe

wruug that promise from the Govern-
ment. The policy of the Government has
beer to send scabs to the Fremantle wharves,
and to send armed thugs to shoof miners at
Kalgoorlie. '

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I camnot allow
the hon, member to continue in that strain,
1 want to give the hon. member a chance to
discuss the Bill, but such statements as the
hop. member has been making will not help
him,

Mr. JONES: 1 should feel that I was not
doing my duty to the prineiples I hold if L
Jdid not point these things out to the House.

The Premier: We quite understand that.

My. SPEAKER: The Bill makes no pro-
vigion for the things which the hon. member
is diseussing. -

Mr. JONES: That is what I am complain-
ing about, that the Bill does not make pro-
vigion for the various branchessof the ser-
vice in the manner that* was promised.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member will be
quite in order in referring to that in Com-
mittee. That iz the proper place for it. Om
the second reading the hon. member iz in
order in discussing the main prineciples of the
Bill. I have allowed inuch latitude on the
second reading, even permitting the diseus-
sion of eclanses, which has not been allowed
in the past; buf the proper time for the hon.
member to take those points is in Commitiee.

Mr, JONES: But it appears to me that
the main principles of the Bill consist in the
appointment of the board and who shall con-
stitute it. Now to pass on to the second
phase of the Bill—because I knmow members
are anxipus to cateh their trains—although
I would have liked fo speak at considerable
length—— )

Mr. SPEAEER: The hon. member is at
liberty to apeak as long as he wishes, pro-
vided he keepa to the Bill.

Mr. JONES: 1In passing, I wish to refer
to the right to strike, which this Bill seeks
to take away. I claim your indvlgence fora
a moment, Mr. Speaker, in order that I may
refer to one particular clamse. I hope the
Attorney General will be present when the
Bill is in Commnittee, and I hope he will then
give hon. members an explanation as te what
exaetly is meant by that clawse of the Bill
which represents a removzl of the right to
strike, or which endeavours to take away the
right to strike from a body of workers in
this State. I believe the Government them-
gelves realise that the whole thing is farcieal,
that in this respect they are just a Mra.
Partington endeavouring to sweep back the
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ocean. They might just as well say that
they will take away from a trader the right
to sell his goods when and where he likes,
as that they will compel a worker to give as
muech of his labour as they say he ahall.
That is reverting to the old days of slavery,
of serfdom, when the lash was over men’s
backs, to tell them, ‘¢ You shall work whether
yon want to or not.’! I want this House to
be efactly clear as to what the Government
mean by this taking away of the right to
strike. Do they mean that if any civil ser-
vant participates in any action whatever
connected with a strike, they will deprive
him of his supergnnuation and privileges and
discharge him from the service? - Assume
that the temporary clerks in the service again
joined the elerks’ union, as they did years
ago; and assume that the temporary clerks
found it impossible to continue work in zer-
tain eircumstances. Then, if the members of
the public service still continuing to work
assigted those temporary men in some way,
say stood behind them with monetary aid,
would that be parficipating in' a strike? We
want the Attorney General here, because he
is the man who eonducted the negotiations
and who therefore should answer that ques-
tion. I want to know from him exactly how
far the clause in question is in keeping with
the arrangements which he made with the
public service disputes committee while the
negotiations were in progress, I want 1o
know exactly how far he proposes to penalisa
the public servants, and whether he intends
by that clangse that they shall not even drop
a shilling in the colleetion box of any union
that kappens to be on strike? Do the Gor
ernment intend that by the Billt

Mr. Johnston: The Bill does not say so.

Mr. JONES: I want an interpretation of
that clause. I want to give the Attorney
General a chance to come along with an n-
terpretation of that clause when the Bill is
being considered in Committee.

The Premier: We will give you a chaues
if you sit down.

Mr.- JONES: I intend to take the ehance.
The other clanses of the Bill can, I think, he
discugsed in Committee. I have referred to
the two main points. I wish to make an
appeal to the Premier with regard to the
broken pledge of the Government. The Pre-
mier hag got industrial peace so far as the
public servants are concermed. - They are
back at work. They are working well
Surely they have given the Premier far bet-
ter terms than he deserves. I appeal to the
hon. gentleman not to go back on the pro-
mise whieh his Government gave, but to allow
the board to be appointed as he said it should
be appointed. I appeal to him not to think
for a moment that a clause of this deserip-
tion, which seeks to take away the right
to strike from a body of men, is going
‘to prove asnything more than a farcical
langhing-stock.

On motion by Mr. Lutey debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.25 p.m,
[25]
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Legislative Council,
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Pace
Bills: Broome Rates Validatlon, 3R., pused , 851
Local Authorities Sinking Fun , 1B... 851
‘Westralian Meat Works, 1R, ... 851
Friendly Socicties Act Amendment retumed Q61
Time of Registratlon Extension, retumed . B51
Adjonrnment—State of Business. ... 851

The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at 450
p.m., and read prayers,

BILL—BROOME RATES VALIDATION,
Read & third time and passed.

BILLS (2)—-RECEIVED FROM THE
ASSEMBLY, .
* 1. Local Authorities Sinking Funds.
2, Westralian Meat Works,
Read a first time,

BILLS (2)—RETURNED FROM THE
ABSEMBLY.

i, Frieadly Societies Act " Amendment.
2._ Time of Registration Extension,
Returned without amendment.

ADJOURNMENT—STATE OF
BUBINESS.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. H. P. Colebatch—East) [%.36]: In
view of the state of the Notice Paper, and
the probability that it will be some time
before business is received from the Legisla-
tive Assembly, I advised hon. members a
week ago that it was not intended to proceed
to-day beyond the formal businegs before
the House. I therefore move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
until 4.30 p.m. on Tuesday next.

Questilon put and passed.

House adjourned at 4.37 p.m.



